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Personal Profile
Chip Alfred is a nationally-published freelance writer and President of the Philadelphia chapter of the ational Lesbian and Gay Journalists Association. Contact Chip with your comments or
suggestions for future Personal Profiles at chipalfred@outinjersey.net.

Sgt. Jennifer Hogg: Fighting for Servicewomen’s Rights
Sergeant Hogg is a veteran
of the National Guard, a
female and a lesbian. Jen Hogg is not your typical veteran. She is an outspoken opponent of
the war in Iraq and a devoted advocate for
female servicemembers and veterans.
Jen was born in Buffalo, New York. Her parents divorced when she was a toddler. She
moved with her mother to North Carolina,
where she spent most of her childhood and adolescence.
She realized she was gay at age twelve, but
because of her involvement in church, she didn’t talk about it much. Jen says her coming out
was like many: “I never came out of the closet.
It just burned down around me.”
Growing up in the small rural town of
Sanford, North Carolina, Jen felt like a fish out
of water. She describes Sanford as “out in the
middle of the country, a horrible place for a
teenager.” Being gay, feeling isolated and
unable to go anywhere without a car made Jen
frustrated and unhappy.
Shortly after her eighteenth birthday, Jen
moved back to Buffalo and enlisted in the New
York National Guard. She was called to active
duty on 9/11. “The reality of being gay and in
the military became clear,” she says. “I was
called up on a very important day, but I couldn’t kiss my girlfriend goodbye the way everyone else was hugging and kissing their partners.”
She thought, “If I don’t even have that basic
level of freedom, how can I possibly be charged
to defend freedom in the world?”
In 2005, after five years in military service,
Jen left the National Guard for civilian life. The
following year, she cofounded the Service
Women’s Action Network (SWAN), a national
organization headquartered in New York City.
SWAN is a non-profit organization working
to improve the welfare of U.S. servicewomen
and veterans in the following ways:
Offering personal support and guidance from
fellow female veterans; Providing legal and
counseling services; Recommending policy
reform to public officials; and Educating the
public about servicewomen’s issues.
Starting out with an all-volunteer staff,
SWAN now employs seven full-time staffers.
As SWAN’s Outreach Coordinator, Jen speaks
and writes about gender and sexuality within
the military. Her work has been featured in
video, print and online.
Servicewomen comprise about 15 percent of
today’s armed forces. Nearly 200,000 women
have deployed to Iraq or Afghanistan. “It’s still

a macho culture where women
feel the need to play into that
and to be perceived as strong,”
says Jen. Women are technically barred from combat duty, but
more women than ever are seeing combat because they’re
attached to combat units.
“Women can drive a truck in
the infantry. They can be a
medic in the infantry. They
actually have to go on missions,” she says. If our troops
are entering the home of an
Iraqi family with women and
children, U.S. servicewomen
usually go in with them.
Military sexual trauma is one of the most
controversial issues SWAN is addressing.
According to a 2009 Pentagon report, nearly
3,000 sexual assaults were reported in the U.S.
Armed Forces last year. Only about 300 of
those alleged incidents ever went to trial. Of the
cases that did go to trial and a defendant was
found guilty, the punishment didn’t always
match the crime. Many convicted offenders
received a reduction in rank or a brief suspension without pay.
“It’s a closed environment. If someone is sexually assaulted in the military, you can’t just
quit like you would quit a job,” Jen says.
“There’s no real accountability for military sexual trauma.” The victim reports the assault to
the commanding officer, and then a decision is
made about how to proceed. “Sometimes the
chain of command doesn’t do anything about it
and that’s it.” The commander’s decision is
final—it cannot be challenged.
Jen says “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” has made
the situation even worse. “If a gay person is
assaulted, they’re less likely to report it for fear
they’ll be outed in the investigation.” And
women aren’t the only victims of sexual trauma
in the military—servicemen are sexually
assaulted as well.
Men who rape or sexually assault another
man are sometimes exonerated or receive a lesser punishment using the “queen for a day”
defense. If the perpetrator denies being gay and
claims it was “just one aberration” in his
actions, he could escape penalty altogether.
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” has been devastating
for gay servicemen. Jen cites an inscription on
the tombstone of a male servicemember’s
grave, which says it best, “They gave me a
medal for killing two men and a discharge for
loving one.”
Our government policy banning openly gay
servicemembers has been even more damaging
for lesbians. Servicewomen are being dis-

Jen and Becky, her partner of four years, live
in Jersey City and Jen is in her first year of law
school at City University of New York.
“I want to be a lawyer [who is] serving more
than just myself,” Jen says. “I would like to use
law as a tool to make the world a better place.”
I have no doubt this dedicated and compassionate woman will do just that.

For More Information

Service Women’s Action
etwork (SWA):
www.servicewomen.org
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Out In Jersey’s hot picks for great gifts !

by William R. Loschiavo

Jen Hogg is committed to honoring the service of all U.S. veterans and improving their
quality of life. “Part of the problem is that veterans are very easily forgotten,” she says. “You
don’t have to agree with the politics of what a
servicemember is asked to do, but it’s about
recognition of people’s sacrifice—we’re serving our country.”
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Holiday Spirit
Face to Face NYC
Having a
DELUXE
Skin Care Session

charged because of their sexual orientation at a
significantly higher rate than their male counterparts, according to Pentagon statistics. “Men
generally get a pass on this, but women are still
not seen as being as valuable,” says Amanda
Fox, a lesbian Air Force veteran and writer.
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So what do you give to the man that has
everything? What gift could possibly make him
crack a smile—maybe even a smirk—this holiday season!?
As seen on The Today Show and on Howard
Stern, Enrique Ramirez is the owner of the New
York boutique spa “Face to Face NYC.” Face
to Face is located conveniently at 20 West 20th
Street, and regular clientele includes Emmy
award winning Neil Patrick Harris, the tristate’s favorite weatherman, Sam Champion,
and the list goes on. Recently, I embarked on
my own journey to Face to Face, in an effort to
see if it really lives up to the hype it receives.
As I made my way into New York’s Flatiron
District, at first glance, I was surprised to see
that the celebrity spa was tucked away in what
appeared to be an undistinguished office building. However, I made my way up to the sixth
floor, into Suite 603 and was promptly greeted
and welcomed into an elegant, retro-glamour
infused waiting area. As I was appreciating the
obvious talent of whomever designed the interior of the chic space, the charming Enrique
entered and put me at ease

at once with his charismatic and welcoming
manner.
Once we made our way into a room, my
senses were immediately relieved by soothing
music, dimmed lighting, and a peek of the city
through the blinds behind the bed. As I enjoyed
the view, I was instructed to remove my top so
that the skin care treatment could commence.
The process began with a facial cleansing, followed by Enrique analyzing my skin and deciding what he felt I needed most. I tend to suffer
from dry skin and closed pores, in particular on
my nose. Therefore, I received the Glow Zone
Facial with a microdermabrasion add-on.
After my initial cleansing, and once the
microdermabrasion had been completed, a pre
extraction, hydro-peroxide softener mask was
applied. This procedure dissolves dead skin
cells and removes impurities, while clarifying
skin at the same time.
Then began the extractions, which has done
wonders for my nose. I have used Proactive,
Neutrogena, and various other name brand
products to remove the blackheads on my nose.
No product has worked sufficiently and has
lasted as long as the results from this treatment
have.
The Glow Zone Facial continued with a seaweed mask, which hydrates the skin as the cool
temperature reduces redness cause by the
extractions.
My celebrity facial ended with an oxygen
mist, to nourish the cells and further hydrate
skin.
Of all the name brands I have used, of all the
things I have done, and health changes I have

Make The Yuletide
Gay
reviewed by Toby Grace
This is a Christmas movie everyone can
enjoy. You could even put it on TV while the
family is recovering from the feast and the
Christmas turkey is being digested.
College senior Olaf ‘Gunn’ Gunnunderson is
totally in love with his very gay sweetheart,
Nathan. The boyfriends part for Christmas
break but Nathan’s cold, self-absorbed family
has gone on a cruise without him. Nathan then
decides to go to Wisconsin and surprise his true
love. When he gets there, there are indeed a few
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made, nothing has worked as briskly and has
benefited my skin as much as my Glow Zone
Facial at Face to Face NYC.
Face to Face has changed the way I look at
facial treatments, and has saved me a vast
amount of money as well. My 80-minute facial
came out to $180, and the microdermabrasion
add-on merely an additional $65. I have thrown
away my entire stock in Proactive and
Neutrogena, and have dedicated myself to one
facial a month.
For that alone, beyond a convenient New
York location and the eye candy of Enrique
Ramirez, I give Face to Face 5.5 stars out of 5.
It really does the trick that much!
Face to Face NYC accepts major credit
cards, checks, and cash. Gift certificates are
available. Prices are subject to change. State
that you were recommended by Will of Out in
Jersey and receive a 15% discount on any purchase.
surprises: Gunn is in the closet; Gunn’s mom,
Anya is a major Christmas enthusiast who says
“Dontcha” frequently; and Gunn takes after his
dad Sven, anatomically speaking (a fact learned
when Gunn’s stoner dad greets Nathan at the
door in an open bathrobe).
The handsome Keith Jordan plays Olaf, and
Adamo Ruggerro, out star of “Degrassi: The
Next Generation” plays Nathan, the unexpected
boyfriend. Adamo’s dark eyes and cute look
make for a character you can’t resist falling in
love with. With an excellent supporting cast,
director Rob Williams has produced a small but
delightful Christmas classic. If you like
Christmas, young love and happy endings, you
can’t miss with this one.
Guest House Films – available from TLA,
Amazon and Wolf Films

